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On Jan. 9, Attorney General Luis Escobar Faella requested that judge Nelson Mora initiate
extradition proceedings against former military dictator Alfredo Stroessner exiled in Brazil since
his overthrow in 1989 to try him for the disappearance and death of two communist leaders in
1974. According to secret police documents recently made public, Rodolfo and Benjamin Ramirez
were killed under torture by the former secret police's Investigation Department. The documents
also revealed that Stroessner had direct knowledge of and authority over decisions made by
the Investigations Department. The archives were opened in response to a judicial request in
conjunction with another human rights abuse case that also directly implicated Stroessner in the
torture and murder of political prisoners. Judge Mora issued an arrest warrant for Stroessner Jan. 15,
and was expected to issue a extradition request soon thereafter. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
01/09/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/09/93, 01/15/93)
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